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The incentives, review processes, and norms of peer review provide the foundation for sustaining the piecemeal 
contribution and critique of knowledge in scientific communities.  However, a growing industry of empirical research 
challenges the normative well-functioning of expert peer review. Inter-rater reliability rates for expert reviewers is 
low enough to be considered “poor” by psychometric standards. Moreover, publication biases skew the results of 
meta-analyses and suppress the communication of results that should inform the design of future studies.  Rather 
than adopt a normatively pessimistic interpretation of these results, I suggest that a Kuhnian perspective about the 
flexibility with which shared evaluative criteria can be interpreted and applied can reframe these results in ways that 
construe them as normatively appropriate while suggesting new empirical and normative questions.  Although this 
Kuhnian perspective does not ameliorate problematic secondary consequences of low inter-rater reliability rates and 
publication biases (such as the “luck of the reviewer draw” and skewed meta-analyses), I suggest that modifications 
to discipline-wide communication structures can be adopted to address these concerns. 
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